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Foreword

In Sins of a Southern Sportscaster, Phil Schaefer shares with us 
an eyewitness account of the great events that have shaped the 
sports landscape of the Southeast for the past forty years. This 
part of the United States was, at one time, considered untapped 
territory for expansion in the world of sports. The 1960s saw the 
Braves move from Milwaukee, the Falcons come on the scene 
as an NFL expansion franchise, the National Hockey League 
come to town, and the NBA move the Hawks from St. Louis to 
Atlanta. Atlanta also became regular tour stops for the PGA, the 
LPGA, and the Senior Tour. And through it all, Phil Schaefer 
was there. 

Phil came to Atlanta by way of Ohio State, where he was 
a popular sports broadcaster for five years. He was soon hired 
by WSB-Radio in Atlanta, “The Sports Voice of the South,” and 
was here to watch as the sports explosion began. He did play-by-
play for the Atlanta Hawks during the Pete Maravich years, was 
the voice of the Georgia Bulldogs basketball team as they made 
a trip to the Final Four in 1983, and was color man for the Bull-
dogs football team when they won the National Championship 
in 1980 with a young freshman named Herschel Walker. Phil 
watched Hank Aaron break Babe Ruth’s homerun record, and 
his documentary on the slugger helped WSB win a coveted Pea-
body Award. He interviewed countless golfing greats including 
Bobby Jones and Ohio State classmate Jack Nicklaus and was 
there through the Braves’ incredible rise to prominence under 
the direction of Bobby Cox.



In this thoughtful and inspiring book, Phil Schaefer helps us 
relive the memories of these and many other exciting moments 
in southeastern sports history. There is no one more qualified to 
chronicle these events than Phil. He brought them to us the first 
time and now he brings them back to life for us again, this time 
from an insider’s perspective.

Phil’s love for sports is only surpassed by his love for his 
family and his fellow man. For many years, Phil has organized 
fundraisers for the Huntington’s Disease Foundation. Because 
of him, hundreds of thousands of dollars have been generated 
for research and support of this wonderful cause. His tireless ef-
forts have blessed the lives of so many. I feel privileged to call 
him a friend.

						      Dale Murphy
						    


